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“ BUT AS WE WERE ALLOWED OF GOD TO BE PUT IN TRUST WITH THE GOSPEL, EVEN SO WE SPEAK, NOT AS PLEASING MEN BUT GOD, WHICH TRIETH OUR HEARTS.” 
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Our Special Contributors, 


. When 
J s loved Mary and her sister and Lazarus 

a no heard, theref we, that he was sick, he abode two days in 
e same place where he was.”—John xi. 5, 6. 


Tus language is remarkable. A message had 
en sent to Jesus which implied @ most earnest 
rm of prayer. The urgency of the danger was 
nplied in the very fact that a messenger was sent 
long distance to convey the intelligence to the 
aster. So perfect was the confidence in his af- 
ction, in his willingness to help, that it was con- 
jered simply necessary to announce the fact, 
nfident that the desired aid would follow imme- 
sately. We urge our requests on strangers, but 
our intimate friends we simply say—* I am in 
ant,” and itis enough. There was great deli- 
oy of faith in this form of message, as if it were 
ronging the Master’s well-known love to say 
ore 

Yet Jesus sent no answer. Hour after hour 

esed—the disease marched on—the sisters in 

, watehed and waited—there was a dead si- 

ice on the part of that Friend of whose love they 

d been so secure—to whom they had thought it 

ly mecessary to announce @ want to ensure its 

pply—the brother died. 

Rut John, the confidential friend of Jesus, says 

at it was because Jesus loved Mary, Martha, and 

zarus that He abode two days in the place where 
was—that He did not obey the first impulse of 
saffectionate nature and give them immediate 

p 

To them this sorrow was at last turned into joy. 

hey found that He had not forgotten them whea 

1, seemed to have done so—that He had neticed 

e implied prayer, and prepared for it an answer. 

Herein lies comfort for those who have present- 
before their Lord prayers which He as yet seems 

disregard. If He abide two days still in the 

me place and come not to our help, let us be- 
ve it is not because He leves us not, but because 

loves us and sees before Him the best hour and 
ment tor granting our requests. 

And if we have had dear ones for whose lives we 
ve prayed, and who nevertheless have been torn 
ay by death, let us seein this history the history of 

ery such affliction. Our beloved must passthrough 

« gate’ of death—it is as necessary as it was 
Mary end Martha, that we should gain all that 
d be gained by the discipline of that sorrowful 

rling—but heshall rise again. The Christianity 
our day thinks too little of the resurrection. Our 

ends shall be restored to us in bodily form and 
ape, perfect in an immertal youth and bloom 
ver to die. The history of Lazarus is a re- 
esentative history. It embodies for substance 
it of every bereaved friend of Jesus. Some be- 
ved object draws near to death—Jesus knows it 

d does not interpose to deliver—does not inter- 

se because He loves. He does not prevent the 

ar one from passing the doors of death—He does 
prevent the heart of the survivor from being 
rang With the separation, but He will raise the 

t again and restore the broken bond. 

Those groanings of spirit, those tears with which 
is drew near to the grave, are declarations of 
depth of the Divine sympathy with the suffer- 
which the inevitable law of death occasions to 
yapless children of men. In Nature we see only 

nlexible order—a crushing regularity, a cold 
lity. Here we see the mysterious Word, “ by 
jom allthings were made, and without whom was 
thing made that is made,” groaning and weep- 
sover the sorrows produced by those inflexible 
ws which He has Himself in wisdom ordained. 
lerful seene—He groans in spirit, He weeps, 
still He is firm in upholding this system and 
claws. He loves, but He does not interpose to 
e, as generation after generation pass through 
ese heart-rending sorrows. He abides still in His 
But there will come a time when it will 
therwise. This Almighty Weeper shall wipe 
way all tears from all faces. “ He shall swallow 
eath in victory.” H. B.S. 


eo ——_—— 


PHILOSOPHY OF TENSES. 


THE 





ieRe is a climate in the heart, as well as in 
ure, and we never can be wholly superior to 
sate, but are always more or less affected by it. 
ere are adverse winds in the affections, and 
ns of desolation, and clouds returning after 
rain, but if we followed these changes, we 
d not follow God. If we wait upon self, 
obey the tide of inclination, and the promise 
the weather, we shall not wait upon God. We 
| both impulse and principle, and sometimes 
difficult to say which we need most. Prin- 

e is needed as the motive, impulse the loco- 
ove; principle as the compass, impulse to fill 
sails; principle at the helm, impulse for the 


As 


uvas; and under such steerage, the stronger 
gale the better. 
impulse sometimes takes the place of principle, 
rinciple must be the origin and ground work 
permanent and steadfast impulse. Where a 
‘activity and energy proceed ffom principle, 
Will neither be fitful in themselves nor in 
‘development, nor dependent on circumstan- 
‘or on others. An artesian well is neither 
tut On pumps, nor springs, nor affected by 
‘orms; and true religion is always a foun- 
‘well of water, springing up into everlast- 
It is Const, the bread of life, Christ, 
ater of life, Christ, the living well, Christ, 
tain, At the same time we are weak, 
°“r hearts are deceitful at the best, and only 
en the discovery and sense of our weakness 
“US upon God do we begin to be strong. 
“Man must make the best use of his frames, 
not depend upon them; and he must see to it 
th ey are builton Christ. If they are not built 
“im, no matter how exquisite they may be,’nor 
mngly how precious, they are no better than 
*, hay, and stubble. We must think more of 
and then our frames will be better, but we 
¢ less dependent on them, and if they should 
““s down, we should fall simaply on Christ. 
‘ola mark of great advancement in piety to 
‘ated by one’s own experiences, or to be con- 
‘them. It 2s a mark of grace t» be hun- 
aud thirsting after righteousness, and to 
“Ma you are less than the least of all saints in 
‘Ulainments. It is a mark of grace to look 
‘to Christ, and be pressing forward, seek- 
*n things that are above, when Christ reigns, 
a fs ’s for you, His child and fellow heir, your 
»'stobe, and crown. The greatest, most 
.{rames are but poverty and weakness in 
hee with the unsearchable riches of Christ, 
Maine’ Re to be revealed ; and the great- 
tages 8 Sin hen cas are but defilement 
wali eh. ) holiness of God. What 
ist, and obedience to Him, humility 

















and meetness for heaven, not frames. ‘“ The heir 
of a great estate,” John Newton once said, “ thinks 
more, while a child, of a few shillings in his 
pocket than of his inheritance. So a Christian 
is often more elated by some frame of heart than 
by his title to glory.” 

Then again, God says, He that regardeth the 
clouds shall not reap; and a Christian who 
watches and consults the clouds is in danger of 
being more distressed by darkness than by sia, 
more troubled with spiritual discomfort and dis- 
tress, than with the negligence or transgressions 
that brought iton. A man must not stop in his 
pilgrimage on account of his feelings. “Don’t 
tell me of your feelings,” said Newton. “ A trav- 
eler would be glad of fine weather, but if he be a 
men of business, he will go on.” Bunyan says, 
“ You must not judge of a man’s haste by his 
horse ; for when the horse can hardly move, you 
may see, by the rider’s urging him, what a hurry 
he is in.” He must do the best he can, get on as 
fast as he can, and not omit any duty because his 
heart and flesh fail him. 

A man must not yield to despondency, nor sit 
down inactive, despairing, because he is in dark- 
ness. Sometimes a few steps onward are all that 
are needed, or upward, and for want even of that 
little activity he may remain all his life beneath 
the cloud. Perhaps you have been ascending a 
mountain with the mist so thick before you, that 
at a few feet from you not an object was visible, 
and se wet that it was like a dripping rain. Tim- 
idity and despondency say, in such a case, you had 
better turn back, or at any rate lie by in the first 
shelter. But perhaps you will find a clear sky 
with a little more travel upward. Courage and 
hope say, Goon! Faith says, Goon! higher up you 
will find light. So you go on, and at length, un- 
expectedly, at a single step, you emerge into clear 
sunshine. Then all your troubles are forgotten. 
How glad you are that you persevered, that you 
did not turn back; you would have lost all this 
glorious sight, this magnificence of prospect, this 
peculiarity of glory, which you could have enjoyed 
only under these very circumstances of precediug 
mistand gloom. You would have lost the sight of 
the clouds under you, and the atmosphere of sun- 
light resting upon them as on a sea of chaleedony, 
smooth, soft, undulating, and the summits of the 
mountains all around glittering with ice and snow. 
And you would have lost the glory of the breaking 
up and trooping away ef these cloud congrega- 
tions, as the departure of an army with banners, 
and the revelation of the unveiled world as a new 
creation. 

So it is in spiritual things. Onward and up- 
ward must be our motto under all discouragement. 
That is the way to glory, but to turn back is dark- 
ness, and to sit still and wait for that light toward 
which you ought to be advancing, is to lose both 
God’s discipline and your own time and labor. 
Just so it is amidst donbt and danger. Decision, 
action, a resolute step forward, dissipates the 
doubt, cuts the knot, overcomes the difficulty, re- 
veals deliverance and safety. It used to be the 
adviceof Nelson to his captains, If there be a doubt, 
fight. The balance hangs tremulous in many 
minds, fearful, hesitating, so many foes the pass- 
age throng. I am so weak and they so strong ;— 
but the longer you doubt and tremble and consult 
your foes and fears the more the gloom thickens. 
Let those that doubt throw themselves on God, and 
follow Nelson’s advice, and the doubt will be 
solved in action. 

Many a man is waiting for fine weather in his 
heart, to go to work upon it, to labor in prayer, to 
take his Bible and work it into his grounds, and 
work with it. Ail the processes of his spiritual 
agriculture, all the possibilities of a harvest uuto 
life eternal, lie in those two things, the word of 
God and prayer. Many a man is waiting till it 
shall be the summer season in his soul. But he 
must break up the fallow ground, and do it while it 
is fallow ground, or it will never be anything else. 
“The sluggard will not plow by reason of the 
present cold, therefore he shall beg in harvest and 
have nothing.” This was a proverb that our 
blessed Lord just set forth in paraphrase, when he 
said, Enter ye in at the strait gate. Strive to en- 
ter in, for if you do not strive, and in season, you 
will seek and not be able. If youdo notsow your 
character for life eternal in the seed-season, you will 
beg in harvest and have nothing. To-day is the 
seed season. Bury it in your heart, in your mind, 
in your conscience, to-day, with prayer. To-day 
is the accepted time. Let no difficulties in your 
own heart, no temptations to delay, no lies of Sa- 
tan, make you believe that it is not. He that fol- 
loweth me, says the Lord Jesus, shall not walk in 
darkness, but shall have the light of life. 

And that is the only light; and no man hath it 
but by coming to it, by coming to Christ, who is 
the way, the truth, the life. There can be neither 
light nor joy till youcome. But if because dark- 
ness and gloom, coldness and insensibility, rest 
upon your heart, and upon the subject of religion 
now, youturn away from it, it will be storm aud 
darkness instead of a brighter horizon hereafter. 
Remember the proverb, He that observeth the 
wind shall not sow, and he that regardeth the 
clouds shall not reap. Take hold of the work, 
and the gloom is dissipated. Go forward, if oaly 
one step. One step at a time, in the right way, is 
enough. One step forward is a sure step. Every 
step upward is & sure step—a step toward the 
light, if not into it, and soon it will be only one 
step into the brightness of eternal day. Take 
hold of the werk, and the work will take hold of 
you. Take hold of Christ, and he will lead you 
and keep you from falling. Go forward, trusting 
in Him, and even in darkness your life is hid with 
Christ in God, and soon you will appear with Him 
in glory. C. 





LITCHFIELD REVISITED. 





Tue progression of life is so simple and, in the 
greatest number of persons, so quiet, that men 
only know, at length, that they are changed, but 
seldom perceive the process of chavging. We 
know that we are no longer boys, but cannot teil 
when we crossed the line. We are conscious 
that we have reached manhood, and that youth 
has departed. But so gently did it go, that we 
are as those who listen to a bird singing in a tree. 
After it has flown, they listen still, and only know 
its flight beeause it no longer sings. 

But now and then we are turned back, and 
brought face to face with the past, ia such a way 
that two lives gaze at each other ; and we walk as 
if one identity had two expressions. 

The recollections of the past beat upon the 
heart, and we stood in its door, as a parent to 
whom comes back the child not seen for scores of 
y: ars, uncertain whether to doubt or to accept the 
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familiar strangeness. After long absence, let any 
one revisit the scenes of his childhood home, and 
see whether these things be not so. There will 
be a soft bewilderment, a sad joy of excitement, 
which, perhaps, one may not be able to analyse, 
but which is, in fact, the flowing together of the 
two great streams of life, the past and the present. 

Surely, Old Litchfield was a blessed place for 
one’s birth and childhood. Although there are 
no mountains, there were hills—the oldest born of 
mountains; high, round, and innumerable. Great 
trees there were ; full of confidences with the 
wind that chastised them in winter, and kissed 
and caressed them all the summer. The roar of 
winter winds to our young ears was terrible as 
the thunder of waves or the noise of battle. All 
night long the cold shelterless trees moaned. 
Their strong crying penetrated our sleep, and 
shaped our dreams. At every waking, the air 
was full of mighty winds. The house creaked 
and strained, and, at some more furious gust, 
shuddered and trembled all over. Then the win- 
dows rattled, the cracks and crevices whistled 
each its own distinctive note, and the chimneys, 
like diapasons in an organ, had their deep and 
hollow rumble. Each room had its own note. 
and, if carried blindfold, we could have told 
the rooms over all the house by the peculiar 
wind-sound which each had. 

Next to the winds, our night- experiences in early 
boyhood were much affected by rats. The old 
house seems to have been a favorite of this curi- 
ous vermin. There is something ia the short, hot 
glitter of a rat’s eye that has never ceased to affect 
us unpleasantly. We could not help imagining 
them to be the mere receptacles of mischievous 
spirits, and their keen eyes had always a kind of 
mocking expression, as if they said, “ You think 
‘we are rats, but if we get hold of you, you will 
know that we are a good deal more than that.” 
We never could estimate how many populated our 
old house. The walls seemed like city thorough- 
fares, and the ceiling like a Forum or a Ro- 
man theater. Weused to lie in bed and marvel 
at what was going on. Sometimes there would 
be a great stillness, as if they had all gone to meet- 
ing. Then again they-would troop about with 
such aswell of liberty and gladness, that it was 
quite plain that the meeting was out. But noth- 
ing ever searéd and amused us so much as their 
way of going up and down the partitions. At 
first, up would come one, then another, and finally 
quite a bevy, squeaking and frolicking, as if they 
were schoolboys going up stairs, nipping each 
other and cutting up all manner of pranks. Then 
eamea stillness. Next, a premonitory rat would 
rush down, evidently full of news, and immedi- 
ately down would pour after him a stream of rats, 
rushing like mad, and apparently tumbling heels 
over head. By-and-by, some old sawyer would 
commence where he left off the night before, 
cutting the same partition. To this must be 
added nibblings, rat-nestled paper, an occasional 
race of rate across the bed, the manipulation of 
corn in the garret, the forays with cats and kittens, 
the rat-engines—“ steel-traps,” “ box-traps,” “ fig- 
ure-fours,”’ and all manner of devices,—in spite of 
which the rats held their own, and if allowed 
sufirage, would have out-voted the whole family, 
dog and cats to boot, four to one. 

The morning after our arrival in Litchfield, we 
sallied forth alone. The day was high and wide, 
full of stillness, and serenely radiant. As we 
carried our present life up the North street, we 
met at every step our boyhood life coming down. 
There were the old trees, but looking not so large 
as to our young eyes. The stately road had, how- 
ever, been bereaved of the Button-ball trees, which 
had been crippled by disease. But the old Elms 
retained a habit peculiar to Litchfield. There 
seems to be a current of wind which, at times, 
passes high up in the air over the town, and 
which moves the tops of the trees, while on the 
ground there is no movement of wind. How 
vividly did that sound from above bring back early 
days, when for hours we lay upon the windless 
grass, and watched the top leaves flutter, and 
marked how still were the under leaves of the 


same trees! 
One by one came the old houses. On the cor- 


ner stood and stands the jail—awful building to 
young sinners! We never passed its grated win- 
dows without a salutary chill. The old store, and 
the same old name, Buell, on it; the Bank, and its 
long, lean legs spindling up to hold the shelf up 
under the roof! The Col. Tallmadge House, that 
used to seem so grand that it was cold, but whose 
cherry trees in the front-yard seemed warm 
enough and attractive to our longing lips and wa- 
tery mouth. How well do we remember the 
stately gait of the venerable colonel of revolu- 
tionary memory! We do not recollect that he 
ever spoke to us or greeted us. Not because he 
was austere or unkind, but from a kind of mili- 
tary reserve. We thought him good and polite, 
but should as soon have thought of climbing the 
church steeple as of speaking to one living so 
high and venerable above all boys! : 
Then came Judge Gould's! Did we not remem- 
ber that, and the faces that used to illumine it? 
The polished and polite judge, the sons and daugh- 
ters. the little office in the yard,the successive 
classes of law students that received here that 
teaching which has since so often honored both 
bar and bench. Here, too, and we stopped to re- 
trace the very place, being set dn by a fiery young 
Southern blood, without any cause that we knew 
of then or can remember now, we undertook 
to whip one of Judge Gould’s sons, and did not do 
it. We never were satisfied with the result, and 
think if the thing could be reviewed now it might 


turn out differently. 
There, too, stood Dr. Catlin’s house, looking as 


if the rubs of time had polished it, instead of in- 
juring. Next there seemed to our puzzied memory 
avacancy. Ougikt there not to be about there a 
Hoime’s house—to which we used to go and get 
baskets of Virgaloo pears, and were inwardly fill- 
ed as a satisfying method of keeping us honest to- 
ward the pears in the basket? 

But Dr. Sheldon's house is all right. Dear old 
Dr. Sheldon! We began to get well as soon as he 
came into the house. Or if the evil spirit delay- 
ed, a little “ cream o’ tartar, with hot wa‘er poured 
upon it, and sweetened,” finished the work. He 
had learned, long before the days of homeopathy, 
that a doctor's chief business is to keep parents 
from giving their children medicine, so that Na- 
ture may have a fair chance at the disease, with- 
out having its attention divided or diverted. 

But now we step before Miss Pierce’s |—a name 
known in thousands of families, when gray-hair- 
ed mothers remember the soft and gentle days of 
Litchfield schooling! The fine residence is well | 
preserved, and time hath been gentle within Iike- 





wise. But the school-house is gone, and she that 
for so many years kept it busy is gone, and the 
throng that have crossed its threshold brood the 
whole globe with offices of maternal love. The 
Litchfield Law School, in the days of Judge Tap- 
ping Reeve and Judge Gould, and Miss Pierce’s 
Female School, were, in their day, two very me- 
morable institutions, and though since supplanted 
by others upon a larger scale, there are few that 
will have performed so much, if we take into ac- 
count the earliness of the times, and the fact that 
they were pioneers and parents of those that have 
supplanted them! But they are gone, the build- 
ings moved off, and the grouud smoothed, and soft 
to the foot with green grass! No more shall the 
setting sun see Litchfield streets thronged with 
young gentlemen and ladies, and filling the golden 
air with laughter, or low converse which, un- 
laughing then, made life musical for ever after ! 

But where is the Brace house? An old red 
house, red once, but picked at by winds, and wash- 
ed by rains, till the color was neutral. Thanks 
to the elements, the old elm trees guard the spot, 
a brotherhood as noble as these eyes have ever 
seen, lifted high up, and in the part nearest heav- 
en locking their arms together, and casting back 
upon their separate trunks and bole an undivid- 
ed shade. So are many, separate in root and 
trunk, united far up by their heaven-touching 
thoughts and affections. 

Mrs. Lord’s house is the only one now before 
we reach our own native spot. This too holds its 
own, and is fertile in memories. Across the way 
lived Sheriff Landon, famous for dry wit and 
strong politics. A thread there spun has stretched 
far down into later time, and been woven in the 
light and dark of after-figures in the fabric of life. 
But south of him lived the greatest man in town, Mr. 
Parkes, that owned the stages! and the wittiest man 
in town with us boys was Hiram Barnes, that drove 
stage for him! _ To be sure neither of them were 
eminent for learning or civil influence. But in that 
temple which boys’ imaginations make, a stage- 
proprietor and a stage-driver stand forth as grand 
as Minerva in the Parthenon! 

But there are houses on the other side. The 
eastern side of Litchfield North street, like the 
eastern side of Broadway, was never so acceptable 
to fashion, albeit some memorable names lived 
there. It was our good fortune to be born on the 
west side of the street. We know not what 
blessings must have descended upon us from hav- 
ing been born on the fashionable side’of the street. 
One shudders to think how near he escaped being 
born on the other side—the east side of the street. 

But there is our own old home! Of this we 
must not speak at the end of a long article. 





LETTER FROM BOSTON. 





The Congregational Building -Opening of Old Sonth 
Charch. 





Boston should be visited in the early autumn, before 
the forests have faded and the herbage has withered 
The narrow streets, and steep slated rvofs, render waik- 
ing dangerous to the inexperienced after the winter 
snows have fallen ; while spring and early summer are 
noxious through harsh easterly winds, the very breath 
of an iceberg ; and July or August are not the months 
to tarry in any city. When the cool bracing Septem 
ber daye have come, and fresh north-western breezes 
blow, clean substantial Boston, and its beautiful sub- 
burbs, are in their best array. Elegant editorial pens. 
and brilliant Star correspondents, may gild summer 
baunts with brilliant fancies, while the writer is battling 
mosquitoes, with nothing above but the sky, and no- 
thing below but sea and sand ; or while he is trying to 
be luxurieus in the simplicity of a farm-house, where 
noisy boys clatter along unpainted floors in dirty boots ; 
but for true refreshment, come to a father’s house, and 
be welcomed to ample rooms and a mother’s table, 
where indoors and outdoors are free to you and yours 
We stop in tender charity on the threshold of this topic, 
with the hint that there is a better earthly retreat for 
the tired than a summer boarding-house, although 
moved, while reading these glowing descriptions, to ask, 
with the boy who found his schoolmate trying to make 
dry bakers’ gingerbread appear delicious, “ Haven’t you 
got a grandmother! every little boy ought to have a 
grandma.” 

We strolled a morning or two ago into the house of 
the Congregational Library Association, which is con- 
veniently located in Chauncey street. The once spa- 
cious family mansion accommedates, without material 
alteration, various benevolent societies, and furnishes 
reading and committee-rooms for the use of members, 
while it is intended also to include a refectory. A val- 
uable collection of books and pamphlets has been com- 
menced, which in a few years will render this place at- 
tractive to all the sons of New England. At the re- 
cent quarterly meeting of this body, Rev. Mr. Quint, of 
Jamaica Plains, read an interesting and instructive doc- 
ument on the religious history of New Hampshire, 
tracing the sad effect, even to the present, of the god- 
less company who firet settled the south- westera por- 
tion of that state merely to fish and trade. 

Another locality of interest to every Congregational- 
ist is the “ Old South,”’ which, according to a Bostonian 
custom, has been improved and not removed. This was 
briefly referred to in the last number of The Independ- 
ent, but the success of the restoration deserves fuller 
notice. Medieval architecture, transferred in all the 
richness of grvined arches, of fluted columns, and fret- 
ted roof, to our continent, excels neither in grandeur 
nor beauty the interior of this Puritan meeting-house, 
which far surpasses it in the convenience and elegance of 
arrangement for the purpose of Congregational worship 
The construction of the house removes objections 
against our order of service, and maintains that ancient 
custom when the entire audience stand up as one man 
in the presence of the Most High to offer their com- 
mon supplication. Why will not some of the ecclesi- 
astical societies belonging to our order, who are about 
to erect a new sanctuary, reproduce the idea of the 
New England meeting-house in lines of grace and 
beauty! Such an endeavor is deserving the study of 
an artist, and every one who examines the “ Old South” 
must be convinced that there is a form of surpassing 
elegance in that germ, whose rough seed-vessel was the 
many-windowed, high-pewed sanctuary of our ances- 
tors, which regujes the kindly nurtare of genius to 
nourish, in order that the perfect flower may bloom. 

The discourse by the junior pastor, Rev. Jacob W. 
Manning, at the re-opening of this ancient edifice, was 
eminently appropriate and suggestive, indicating a de- 
termination te make the future of that church worthy 
of its ancient bistory. He took fora text the last verse 
of the nineteenth Psalm, and after a pleasant allusion 
to the circumstances of the occasion, proceeded to men- 
tion certain elements which are essential to a success- 
ful church of Christ. First—The proclamation of a 
fearless and uncompromising Gospel. The necessity of 
applying the doctrines of Jesus to all error, private or 


the Gospel The second requisite enumerated was “a 
hving Christianity.” The faith must be illustrated in 
the conduct, must attract by its vitality, must think, 
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drove the amiable Channing from hideous truth into 
a beautiful error. The third requisite was a self-deny- 
ing consecration. The duty of laboring for the com- 
munity was forcibly displayed. Finally, the success- 
ful Church of Christ is to be in waiting for the residue 
of the Holy Spirit, which is poured out in connection 
with prayer and labor. 

This imperfect sketch will explain our wish, that 
certain of those who are engaged in the New Move- 
MENT, Which was noticed in the last number of this 
paper, had been in the audience, that their minds and 
hearts might have been enlightened and quickened. 
We are quite confident that neither the pastors nor 
devout laymen of Massachusetts will consent to be 
used for any uncharitable and unchristian excommuni- 
cation of their brethren in the Lord, and the selection 
of so faithful and fearless a preacher of the Gospel by 
the oldest orthodox Congregational church in this 
city, is significant of the spirit which is still dominant 
En Siete Hamahen.ad. eehia in Craeyi of Chsies, 








SUNDAY SCHOOL CONVENTION. 


Tne Teachers’ State Association held their second 
meeting in the city of Rochester on the 1éth, 16th, and 
17th September instant. 

A large attendance of delegates and crowded, inter- 
ested audiences marked their sessions. The report of 
the Secretary included returns from 1,549 schools, con- 
taining 18.958 teachers, with 153,715 scholars. He 
estimated this to be about one-third of the number of 
schools of the state, and one-half the pupi's, or in all 
800,000. The census of 1850 gave us 720,256 chil- 
dren over five and under fifteen years of age, and con- 
sequently 420,000 are still unreached by this Bible 
school. Nearly an entire day was spent in an earnest 
and spirited discussion ef the question, “Can the 
420.000 neglected children in our state be gathered 
into Sabbath schools! And if so, what are the best 
means to be used to accomplish the object '” 

The hopeful and successful spirit seemed decidedly 
to prevail, until not only the sentiment was general, 
but reasons abundant were given why the work could 
and should be accomplished. Personal, united, per. 
severing work ‘will, by the blessing, remove present 
obstacles and bless our destitute youth with religious 
instruction. So may it be. 

It was resolved to hold the next regular Convention 
in October, 1858, in the city of Brooklyn. The annual 
meeting will occur in Febuary next, and inasmuch as 
Poughkeepsie was an unsuccessful applicant for the 
place of the next Convention, it was suggested that 
the annual meeting would probably be held iy . 


MINNESOTA COLLEGES. 








Ir may be recollected by some of our readers, that 
at the General Association of Connecticut a letter was 
read from Minnesota, complaining of Rev. Theron 
Baldwin and the Western College Society, for a want 
of impartiality in his treatment of the Congregational 
and Presbyterian Colleges in that territory. In giving 
publicity to that complaint, we ventured to express 
our confidence that there must be some misapprehen- 
sion in the case. We now have a letter from Rev. 
Charles Galpin of Excelsior, Min, the seat of the 
Congregational institution, who was the writer of the 
letter to the General Association. Mr. G. now with- 
draws the complaint against the Western College So- 
ciety, of having adopted an exclusively Presbyterian 
College at St Paul having now ascertained that the 
exclusive clause in the charter had been removed be- 
fore the action of the College Society. Concerning 
the other, or Congregational College, Mr. Gulpin 
writes : 

“ The College at Excelsior received its impulse from 
a convention of churches at Chicago. Minnesota was 
considered the appropriate point ; and the precise spot 
of its location, together with the other interests of the 
institution, were accordingly delegated to the Minneso- 
ta Association. With marked unanimity the village of 
Excelsior, upon the banks of Lake Minnetouka, was 
selected, as free from the allurements, snares, and 
vicious malaria of business marts. The spot is twenty- 
five miles from St. Paul, singularly healthy, full of 
lakes, hills, and forest-trees ; and the present inhabi- 
tants of the village are eminently intelligent, moral, and 
religious. 

“The Preparatory Department will be opened on 
the first of October under the direction of F. W. Cros- 
by, formerly of Massachusetts. He will devote his 
entire energies to the interests of the institution, and 
will direct his efforts in such channels as Providence 
shall point out. 

“The enterprise began in prayer. It is being bap- 
tized every day in the earnest, trusting prayers of such 
as have learned to say, ‘ Nevertheless, not my will but 
thine be done.” The promises of prosperity and use- 
fulness illumines its beginning. Relying on the pa- 
rental interest of the churches and on the strong arm 
of our Father in Heaven, its sponsors are willing to 
labor in the heat of the day, and will give God the 
glory which comes of success.” 


SEWING MACHINES. 








We lately took occasion to introduce these valuable 
inventions to our readers, under a conviction of their 
worth, and with a desire to promote their more general 
introduction. It was no part of our object to subserve 
the interests of particular inventors or proprietors, and 
we have carefully avoided the expression of a definite 
opinion as to the superiority of any one machine over 
all others, We used this care, both because it was 
proper for our position, and because we really could not 


undertake to decide the question for others. The choice | _, > 
this city, and thence forwarded to their homes. 


of a machine should be made by the intelligent prefer- 
ence of those who are to use it. Several machines 
are before the public—each of which has its peculiari- 
ties, both of goodness and of defect ; and the balance 
among these needs to be struck by those who best 
know their own objects and qualifications. We have 
been struck by the fact, that in the case of sewing 
machines as in that of reapers, the majority of persons 
give the’preference to that one with which they are 
best acquainted, or of which they are themselves the 
owners. Hence we infer, that there are several whic’ 
are very good. and perhaps nearly equal in their genera! 
value, and that persons should examine and judge for 
themselves, as far as possible ; or else take the advice 
of those whose opinions they can best rely on. 

We cannot open our columns to the whole circle of 
sewing-machine literature. The main object we had in 
view is mostly accomplished. On the second page of thie 
sheet is a letter from a highly intelligent lady of Staten 
Island, in which the reasons are given for preferring 
Wheeler & Wilson's machine, as one or two others have 
expressed a like decided preference forGrover & Baker's. 
But the principal object of her letter is to bear a full 
and decisive testimony to the value of the invention as 
ene of the resources of our domestic economy. And 
to this point ber testimony is ample and satisfactory. If 
we bed room, we should like to add a letter just re- 
ceived from a clergyman’s wife ‘fn Indiana, giving her 
experience in the use of a sewing machine. Her hus- 
band has been one of those heroic and self-sacrificing 
Home Missionaries, of whose privations we have s0 
often been told. After describing some of their trials, 
and the failure of her health under her domestic toils 
and cares, with a burning pain between the shoulders 
that rendered the use of the needle almost insu fferably 
distressing, she tells us that “ last winter a friend sug- 
getted the idea of getting « sewing machine. But 
where was the money to come from! Mr. A. could 
not afford it. She thought if she could borrow seventy- 
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five dollars for six months or a year she might venture 
to buy a machine, with the expectation of repaying 
the loan by her earnings with the machine. She bor- 
rewed the money, and in four months earned one hun- 
dred dollars, besides doing the sewing for the family and 
most of her house-work.” 

She suggests to the “ Ladies’ Sewing Societies” of 
New England, who make up boxes of clothing for 
Home Missionaries, that they might often render a more 
durable service by sending out a sewing machine to the 
missionary’s wife. It would confer present relief, 
and add the blessings of health and energy for years to 
come. é 
CONFERENCE OF CHURCHES EN 8T. 

LAWRENCE Co. 


Art a meeting of the regular Circular Conference of 








| the Congregational churches in St. Lawrence county, 


which was held at the meeting-house of the Second 
church in Governeur, Sept. 1, the following churches 
were represented: Lisbon, Huvelton, Canton Falls, 
Depey ster, Richville, McComb, Dekalb, Hermon, Rus- 
sll, and Pitcairn. Clergymen present were Mesers. 
M. L. Eastman, G. Cross, Graves, Armstrong, Hale, 
and B.G. Paddock. Exercises commenced at 2 o’clock 
p.m. Sermon by M. L. Eastman, from Lisbon. At 7 
o’clock p.m, sermon by the Rev. Mr. Graves of 
Hermon. Wednesday morning the congregation met 
for prayer and religious conversation. The next Con- 
ference to be held at Pitcairn the first Tuesday in 
October next, at 2 o'clock p.m., Rev. Mr. Hale, preach- 


T. A. G. 
BRECKENRIDGE COAL OIL AND 
CANDLES. 


er. 
North Potsdam, Sept. 7, 1857. 








Tue oleaginous products of the Breckenridge coal 
mine present a wonderful chemical combination. The 
mine is in Kentucky, near the banks of the Ohio, a 
short distance below Louisville. The coal is so highly 
bituminous that it yields by distillation a very large 
quentity of crude oil, which is then by chemical pro- 
cesses converted into an uncongealable lamp oil, a finer 
quality called binnacle oil, which is equal to pure win- 
ter sperm, an unsurpassed lubricating oil, paraffine 
that makes candles between wax and sperm, volatile 
benzole or portable gas, naphtha, Which is a better 
solvent than spirits of turpentine, and asphalte for 
roofing and flooring vaults, &c. 

The office in this city is at 98 Greenwich street. 


CALAMITOUS SHIPWRECK OF THE 
STEAMER CENTRAL AMERICA. 








Tue most terrible marine disaster that ever cast ite 
shadow upon our city occurred last week, in the founder- 
ing at sea of the steamer Central America, (late the 
George Law,) on her passage from Aspinwall, via Ha- 
vana, with 567 passengers and crew. The steamer left 
Havana on Tuesday, Sept 8th, and soon encountered a 
storm which caused her to leak so badly as to extinguish 
the fires. On Friday the pumps gave out, but all hands 
bailed for life, keeping her afloat until Saturday night, 
when she sunk.in the ocean. A few hours before she went 
down, she was approached by brig Marine, of Boston, 
to which all the women and children were safely trans- 
ferred—the whole company of crew and passengers 
heroically standing back while these were embarked in 
the boats. About five hours after the ship went down, 
the Norwegian bark, Ellen, came along, the captain of 
which, hearing the cries of distress, hove to and picked 
up forty-nine of the drowning multitude, and brought 
them safely te Norfolk. The whole number known to 
have been saved is upwards of 160, and there is some 
reason to hope that Captain Herndon and others may 
have been picked up by other vessels not yet reported 
here.: 

The large amount of specie on board, $1,600,000 on 
freight and perhaps $300,000 in the hands of passen- 
gers, was relied on by our bankers to help the com- 
munity in the present pinch ; but its loss seemed to be 
almost forgotten in the more overwhelming sorrow for 
the loss of more than four hundred lives. The list of 
passengers has not yet been received, and multitudes 
of families are distressed with fear that their own 
friends may have been on board. The following para- 
graph is from the Philadelphia Press, and is deeply 
suggestive : 

“ The ill-fated Central America was the George Law. 
She was not an old vessel, having been built, we be- 
lieve, in 1853 ; but she was not liked by these who 
sailed in her, and many who had made one voyage in 
her would not trust her again. The Rev Dr. Happer- 
sett, one of the Secretaries of the Board of Domestic 
Missions of the Presbyterian Church, sent a message 
home that he should leave California on a certain day, 
provided the George Law was not the connecting 
steamer on this side of the line. 

“ The George Law was the connecting steamer, but 
disguised as the Central America’ Whether in igno- 
rance of this cheat, Dr. Happersett has thus been al- 
lured to his death, his friends have not been able to 
learn, but they are in much anxiety about him. Let 
suspicion attach to all vessele—particularly steamers— 
that change their names; and let the old law, which 
rendered an act of Congress obligatory, be put in force 
again.” 

“There is a pretty general feeling thet there must 
have been a defect in the ship, or she would not have 
leaked so terribly, and a sad lack of care or energy in 
the management of her engines, in allowing the fires to 
go out so soon, and the pumps to give way so prema- 
turely. After the full force of the calamity hed come, 
there was a most admirable spirit of order and heroic 
endurance evinced by all, from the captain downward, 
with but a solitary exception in the case of the chief 
engineer, who is strongly charged by the passengers 
with cowardice and desertion of his post 

Those who were saved have mostly been brought to 
They 
were necessarily in a state of great distress and desti- 
tution—many of the women and children were left 
widows and orphans by the wmtk. The utmost kind- 
ness was showed to them by all through whose hands 


| they passed—the captains of the several vessels in 








which they arrived, the people of Savannah 
apd Norfolk, the hackmen and hotels in this city, 
&c. A meeting of merchants was held in this 
city, and a large Committee of Relief appointed, who 
have already received $8,000 in two days. 





Time Register.—We have seen in the office of 
Messrs. Teppan & M’Killop, No. 6 Beekman street, an 
ingenious machine in successful operation for register- 
ing the attendance of clerks and other employees. The 
inventor is Mr. B. T. Harris of Brooklyn. By a sim- 


ple but effectual contrivance, each person on arriving- 


or de; arti: g revolves an index to the number belonging 
to his name, and the machinery instantly registers the 
time upon a revolving cylinder inside, while a black or 
white signa! on the Indicator show each one’s absence 
or attendance. This in a large establishment saves the 
time of a clerk in keeping the account of attendance. 
It also saves all disputes, complaints of partiality, and 
epprebensions of fraud. It may be used also by night- 
watchmen in warehouses, &c. A workman cannot ev- 
idently make his mark before he arrives or after he 
leaves, and his interest wiil be a sufficient stimulus to 
induce him to make it immediately at the time of arri- 
val and departure ¥ 


Lawton Blackberry —This variety is unique, and 
not, as nmfany suppose, the “ New Rochelle Blackber- 
ry" improved by cultivation. The plauts Which abound 
in that neigbbohood are no better than the wild varie- 
ties to be found in every part of the country, Mr. 
Lewton sells plants at $2 per half dozen, $5 for two 
dozen, $10 for fifty. Address William Lawton, New 
Rochelle, N. Y., or at 54 Wall street, New York. 
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